BRISTOL UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION, HONG KONG BRANCH
MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 24-01-10
Venue – Deep Water Bay Golf Club

Present – Charles Wong (Chairman), Patrick To (Treasurer), Bonnie Chiu (Exco Member), Elizabeth Huang (Exco member), Veronica Pearson (Exco member) John Schofield (Exco member), Alice Chan, Josephine Ng, Michael Palin, Andrew Primrose, Penny and Alan Smith, Lawrence Wu, and Raymond Yuen.
Absent with apologies - Vikash Khatuwala
Agenda items
1. Minutes of the last meeting. 
These were presented to the meeting and confirmed.

2. Matters arising from the minutes.
 There were no matters arising.
3. Chairman’s Report.

Firstly, the Chairman started by thanking the Scholarship Committee for their success in choosing another good Scholar for our 2009-2010 
Secondly, he mentioned our major event of the year, the visit to Hong Kong of the Vice Chancellor on the University of Bristol, Prof. Eric Thomas with his wife and various staff from the university. He was visiting several countries in the Far East and we were delighted that he was able to include Hong Kong in his itinerary. The visits were part of the celebrations for the Centenary of Bristol University and part of the university’s fund raising efforts. Our alumni Dr. and Mrs. Denis Chang entertained the Vice Chancellor and his party to dinner at the Hong Kong Country Club.
 The following evening the Chairman of the Hong Kong branch, Dr. Wong, hosted a reception for the Vice Chancellor and about 100 members of the Hong Kong branch of the Bristol University Convocation at the Hong Kong Club. In his speech at the reception, the Chairman took the opportunity to thank Mrs. Penny Smith and Mrs. Anne Marden for their generous donations to our scholarship fund. Professor Thomas gave a lively talk on the parlous state of the UK economy, the worldwide financial ‘tsunami’ and how it had affected Bristol University’s finances. He was confident that the university would overcome any minor setbacks that they might have experienced and his message was upbeat. Professor Thomas also discussed the issue of the numbers of foreign students applying to Bristol University, saying that it was a deliberate policy of the university not to give in to the temptation to accept large numbers of applications from abroad because they paid higher fees. It was the deliberate policy of the university to maintain academic standards at the highest level and to ensure a balance between overseas and UK students so that the traditions of the university could be upheld. The Treasurer of the Hong Kong Branch, Mr. Patrick To, hosted a dinner for Professor Thomas following the reception. On return to the UK after finishing his tour Professor Thomas wrote to express his gratitude for the hospitality and generosity he was shown during his visit to Hong Kong and asked that his thanks be passed on to our members.
Thirdly, as Bristol University had expressed its wish to solicit donations during the Vice Chancellor’s visit to Hong Kong as part of its efforts to raise money for the Centenary Fund, the Hong Kong branch temporarily suspended its own canvassing for the Scholarship Fund. Now that the Vice Chancellor’s visit is over the intention is to re-instate fund raising efforts for the scholarship in the coming year. It remains the goal to raise sufficient money to offer a one year scholarship to cover the full fees of a one-year Master degree programme.
Finally, Dr. Wong announced that he was giving up the Chairmanship of the HK Branch   and wished to take the opportunity to thank all those who helped and contributed to the running of the organization during his most recent term of office.

4. Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer presented his report and distributed copies to all present. He was able to report that the HK branch’s finances were in good order. Donations to the Scholarship Fund came to HK$272,000 and GBP10,000. The goal is to reach the equivalent of GBP100,000, so there is still some way to go.  As of December 31, 2009 the combined total in the branch’s saving and current accounts was HK$18,980.07.  At the Treasurer’s suggestion the meeting agreed that the detailed statement should not be put on the website but should be made available to any member who asked to see it. 
The Scholarship Fund contains approximately GBP160,000. Due to the uncertainty of the markets much of that has been held in cash and the fund has not, therefore, been unduly affected by recent volatility.

5. Nomination of members for incoming committee

Chairman; Prof. Veronica Pearson (nominated by John Schofield and seconded by Dr. Elizabeth Huang). Elected unopposed.

Treasurer; Mr. Patrick To (nominated by Dr. Elizabeth Huang and seconded by Mr. John Schofield). Elected unopposed
Secretary; Mr. Andrew Primrose (nominated by Mr. Patrick To and seconded by Dr. Elizabeth Huang). Elected unopposed.
Webmaster; Mr.Vikash Khatuwala (nominated by Prof. Veronica Pearson and seconded by Dr. Charles Wong). Elected unopposed.
Committee members; Alice Chan, Elizabeth Huang, Josephine Ng, John Schofield, Phyllis Tsang, Lawrence Wu and Raymond Yuen. 

6. Prof. Veronica Pearson thanked the meeting for electing her as the incoming Chairman of the Hong Kong Branch. She thanked Dr. Wong for his service to the committee over a number of years. She proposed to the meeting that the Hong Kong Branch bestow on him the title of Immediate Past Chairman in recognition of his contribution. This was accepted by the AGM.
7. Prof. Veronica Pearson spoke briefly about the direction in which she hoped to guide the Hong Kong branch. She stated that in her view this year should be focused on creating opportunities for the members to participate in a variety of social activities as the previous year had largely been given over to the Vice Chancellor’s visit.
8. Any other business. There being no other business the meeting adjourned for lunch.
