University of Bristol Alumni Association, Hong Kong Branch

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, 3rd April 2011
1.00–2.00 pm United Services Recreation Club, Kowloon
Draft of Unconfirmed Minutes
Alumni Present;

Prof. Veronica Pearson - Chairperson
Mr. Andrew Primrose - Secretary
Dr. Charles Wong – Immediate Past Chairman
Ms. Alice Chan – incoming Honorary Treasurer
Mr. John Schofield – Chairman, Investment Sub-committee
Mr. Vikash Khatuwala – Webmaster

Executive Committee members

Dr. Elizabeth Houang, Dr. Lawrence Wu, Ms. Phyllis Tsang, Mr. Kenneth Ng, Mr. Kenneth Chue

Ordinary members

Ms. Kitty Ho 
Mr. Dennis Chang
Mrs. Agnes Chang
Mr. Mark Bradley

Ms. Jade Crook

Ms. Sally Ede-Golightly

In attendance; Ms. Denise Chan, our scholar for 2011-2012.

The minutes of the last AGM were agreed with no matters arising from them.

The Chairperson’s Report was received, outlining the activities and achievements of the Branch since the last AGM. Particular attention was paid to the need to reach out to the Bristol University alumni who have studied for the MEd and EdD degrees via the distance learning programme run in conjunction with City University of Hong Kong. It was decided that these alumni should be contacted and asked to select someone from among their number to serve on Exco to ensure that, in future, their views and experiences were represented. 
The issue of establishing and maintaining a reasonably comprehensive e-mailing list of Bristol University alumni in Hong Kong has long been a problem for us. The Chairperson reported that a way has been found that is compliant with the UK Privacy Ordinance whereby the University is able to share with us the e-mail addresses in their possession of alumni in Hong Kong. The database now includes over 400 alumni in Hong Kong with working email addresses; a marked improvement on the previous 120. Our thanks go to Mr. Patrick To who worked very hard with the Alumni Office to make this possible.
The Treasurer’s Report was received. In total, our accounts at March 31st. 2011 contained approximately HK$55,000. No questions were raised.
The Activities Sub-committee Report was received with the Chairperson expressing the committee’s thanks to all those involved. It was noted that the Branch had raised its activity profile since the last AGM and had succeeded in attracting a wider variety of members to participate. So far, activities had concentrated on those that did not require financial input by the branch, mostly hikes, guided walks, no-host dinners in interesting restaurants and gatherings hosted in the homes of members (particular thanks go to Andrew Primrose, Charles Wong and Elizabeth Houang for their generosity).
The Investment Sub-committee reported on the current holdings and status of the fund. John Schofield, the sub-committee Chairman, pointed out that the sub-committee had taken the policy decision that in normal times a maximum of 6-7% of the total value of the Trust at 31st October was to be allocated towards the Scholarship award for the following year. If the Exco decided to award a sum greater than that, the difference would have to be found via fund raising. Veronica Pearson pointed out that the issue of fund raising needed to be flagged for the future, despite the fact that it tends to be a contentious issue among members who resent what is perceived to be frequent demands to contribute to the university financially.
The Scholarship Sub-committee reported on the selection of Denise Chan as our Scholar for 2011-2012. Denise will be studying the MSc in Deafhood Studies and showed herself to be a most impressive candidate. Thanks to generous donations from the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Eric Thomas, and Mr. Denis Chang we have been able to ‘top-up’ the value of the scholarship this year so that it will cover full-fees. Denise was able to join us for the AGM so members present had the opportunity to get to know her.

Election of the in-coming Executive Committee 

As required by our constitution all Exco committee members stood down from their positions and the following were elected or re-elected uncontested having been duly nominated and seconded;

Chairperson – Veronica Pearson

Treasurer – Alice Chan

Secretary – Vivian Chui
Immediate Past Chairman – Charles Wong

Webmaster – Vikash Khatuwala

Committee members: Elizabeth Houang, Andrew Primrose, John Schofield, Kenneth Chue, Kenneth Ng, Phyllis Tsang
Any Other Business

1. The Committee discussed options to reach out to current students in Bristol in order to establish contact with future alumni before they return to Hong Kong. There was a suggestion to check the feasibility of using Facebook for this purpose. Alice Chan, who established our Facebook page in the last year (thank you, Alice), agreed to look into doing this. Last year we sent an e-mail via the Alumni Relations Office at Bristol University, to those students they can identify as returning to Hong Kong after completing their studies, telling them of our existence and asking them to contact us. We have tried a number of strategies over the years but it has proven difficult to connect with returning students.
2. A new postal address is required for the Branch and it has been suggested to use a PO Box, and to switch all bank statements etc. to electronic form where possible for both practical and environmental reasons.

3. Veronica Pearson informed the meeting that a decision had been taken within the University of Bristol to change the name of the University of Bristol Convocation to the more universally familiar University of Bristol Alumni Association. Thus our formal name has become the University of Bristol Alumni Association, Hong Kong Branch. This will require a degree of work on the part of the incoming committee to change our name on formal documents, with the bank and registration under the Societies Ordinance.

No further matters were raised and the meeting was adjourned at 2pm to be followed by an enjoyable luncheon. The committee’s thanks go to Charles Wong for using his membership to allow us to host the AGM and luncheon at the USRC.
[After the formal meeting was over Denis Chang asked that thanks be recorded to Veronica Pearson for her efforts over the last 15 months.]

