ACTIVITIES SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT

(Prepared for AGM 2011)

Chairperson; Prof. Veronica Pearson

Members; Mr. Kenneth Chue, Ms. Alice Chan, Mr. Andrew Primrose

This sub-committee has worked hard over the last 15 months to provide a programme of varied activities for the enjoyment of our alumni, their family and friends. We are pleased to say that through these activities we have managed to connect with and involve a number of new alumni. We have three main event ‘streams’; hiking, dining and general (to include visits, talks and so on).

Hiking

Our first hike of the season was on Lantau, from Tung Chung to Tai O, a lovely walk mostly along the Lantau coast. We would like to thank Mr. Benjamin Robertson who has led two hikes to very beautiful areas of Hong Kong for us; in Clearwater Bay Country Park and the   Tai Long Wan beaches in Sai Kung.  He has another one planned for us in May – the Dragon’s Back on Hong Kong Island. And Veronica will be leading a somewhat less strenuous walk to the ‘turtle beach’ on Lamma on April 16. 
Dining

We have enjoyed exploring a number of different restaurants. A special mention should probably go to the Ning Bor Association restaurant, a ‘members only’ venue that Agnes and Denis Chang kindly booked for us. The special dessert that Denis treated us to on that occasion doubtless retains a fond place in many people’s memories. Also much enjoyed was Celebrity Cuisine in Central, and the Satay Inn in TST.    The meal in Poi Tai O fishing village in Clearwater Bay was also memorable, especially since we felt we had earned the indulgence of eating heartily after a very long walk!
General

Andrew Primrose hosted a mulled wine and mice pie pre-Christmas celebration in his flat in Central that was very well attended. About 20 people enjoyed his home-made mulled wine and almost as home made Marks and Spencer’s mince pies. 

Charles and Julia Wong invited us to a BBQ lunch on their roof on Jan 2nd. We were happy to welcome two old friends to this event, Alastair and Cathy Scott who were residents of Hong Kong and very active alumni members before retiring to the UK. Alastair is now responsible for liaising with the Hong Kong Branch of the Bristol University Alumni Association on behalf of the Convocation Committee at Bristol University. In addition to the food and conviviality we were entertained by Charles’ group of Musical Medics; and a very brave Mrs. Catherine Chan attempted to teach us some of the more basic tai chi moves.

Soon after Chinese New Year a local expert on indigenous village architecture, Ms. Pauline Poon, escorted us on a visit to the Ping Shan Heritage Trail in the New Territories. This was a fascinating afternoon with Pauline teaching us how to ‘read’ the design and decoration in ancestral halls, temples and study rooms. We were particularly impressed by her ability to give comprehensive answers to all of our questions, and her thoughtfulness in giving each of us a set of detailed notes illustrated with coloured pictures. We are looking forward to another visit led by Pauline, in the near future – to Cheung Chau around the time of the Bun Festival.
We have been able to benefit from others’ efforts at various times over the last year when our friends on other committees (e.g. Friends of the Chinese University Art Museum) have invited us to participate in one of their events. The ‘talk and walk’  we shared with the Friends featured  one of our scholars, Josie Ng, who gave the talk and led the walk around Central and in particular Central Police Station, so was a proud moment for us! We enjoyed a talk given by well-known local historian, Jason Wordie (entitled Flower Boats and Working Girls) hosted by Hong Kong’s Business and Professional Women’s Association at the Helena May. We participated in a Joint UK Alumni Happy Hour event at Red Soho bar in Central (with alumni from Oxbridge, SOAS, Warwick, LSE, UCL and many others represented). Jan Lee persuaded some of us to participate in a charity walk to raise money for Hong Kong’s Society for AIDS Care to be donated to their programme for preventing mother to baby transmission of HIV-AIDS in Hong Kong. The sun shone brightly and we enjoyed a very pleasant walk around the Peak.
So it has been a very busy year for this sub-committee and we are happily anticipating another year that we expect will be even busier!

