THE CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

(Prepared for the AGM 2011)

I became Chairperson of the Hong Kong Branch of the Bristol University Alumni at the last AGM held in January 2010.  My two major goals were to encourage participation by a greater number of alumni, especially the younger ones, and to facilitate the provision of a variety of enjoyable activities that would act as a vehicle for greater participation. Both these goals have been at least partially achieved, as the report from the Activities Sub-committee attests and I would like to thank all those who have organized and/or participated  in the work (and the fun!) of our Branch this year.
What have been some of our special moments, since the last AGM?  Well, a visit from the Vice Chancellor of Bristol University, Prof. Eric Thomas, always counts as a special moment. Prof. Thomas was in Hong Kong a month ago at the invitation of the British Council to attend an international conference. He managed to find time in a grueling schedule to accept an invitation to be our dinner guest, along with his wife (Narell) to meet seven of our younger members (defined as under 35 – seems young to me!). Conversation soon began to flow as everyone relaxed under the influence of good food and wine and Prof. Thomas was able to learn more about the lives of our alumni making their careers and their families in Hong Kong. He told me afterwards that he and his wife had enjoyed the evening enormously. 
The second special moment came when we offered our scholarship for 2011-2012 to Denise Chan, who is here with us today. Denise is an absolutely outstanding candidate and was the unanimous choice of the interview panel. Her commitment, passion and motivation moved us all. Her personal statement has been uploaded onto our website so that anyone interested can find out for themselves why we chose her. She will be studying the MSc in Deafhood Studies.

The third special moment came when I was finally handed a membership list of over 400 Bristol alumni in Hong Kong. One of our committee members, who prefers to remain anonymous, worked very hard in partnership with the university administration to track down alumni in Hong Kong in a way that did not breach the conditions of the Privacy Ordinance. We almost quadrupled our list of Hong Kong based alumni. It was a very satisfying moment! So if there are those of you receiving e-mails who previously did not – that’s why! We welcome you with glad hearts.

There is still much to be done. There are a whole group of alumni who participate in the distance learning programme to study the MEd and EdD offered by Bristol with the administrative support of the City University of Hong Kong who have had very little to do with our alumni organization. This needs to change and at the very least they should have a presence on our Exco by selecting one of their number to become a committee member. I intend to ensure this happens in the very near future.
And then there is the issue of fund raising. I think it should be an achievable goal to offer our scholars full fees. For one year Master programmes these are currently in the range of GBP12400-14000.  Our scholarship fund can currently afford about GBP10000 – so we need more money! At the same time I am aware that all UK alumni, not just those from Bristol, tend to resent being treated as ‘cash cows’ by an alma mater that increases its fees alarmingly. If most of the 400 on our list donated $100 pm they would probably barely miss it, and it would solve our fund raising issues! Something to think about…
My last task in this report is to thank all of those who have offered their time, skills, support and money to our Branch (and me) over the last 15 months both on and off the Exco and its sub-committees. I hesitate to name names for fear of leaving someone out, so I am going to trust that you know who you are and that  when I say ‘consider yourself hugged with heartfelt thanks’ I mean you!
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