SCHOLARSHIP SUB-COMMITTEE

(Prepared for AGM 2011)

Chairperson; Prof. Veronica Pearson

Members: Kenneth Ng, Phyllis Tsang, Andrew Primrose, Lawrence Wu

Certain changes were made in our standard procedures this year as we felt we needed to review our practices based on the disappointing standard of the applicants for the scholarship in 2010. We decided that we should increase the scholarship in acknowledgement of the considerable increase in fees, and that we should interview much earlier in the year.

We implemented both these changes by increasing the scholarship to a maximum of GBP12,000 and bringing forward the interviews to the end of March. We received 15 applications that constituted a very strong field. Eight applicants were shortlisted, one dropped out and so, on March 26, we interviewed 7 candidates. There were two absolutely outstanding interviewees but one was even more outstanding than the other. Thus we selected Ms. Denise Chan as our 2011-2012 Scholar. Denise has chosen to study the MSc in Deafhood Studies. She is a project officer for UNICEF HK at the moment but her life’s passion is the empowerment of deaf people. Her commitment and motivation to serve this group moved us deeply and she was the unanimous choice of the selection committee.
A further piece of good news; the Vice Chancellor of the University of Bristol and Mr. Denis Chang both made personal donations to the Scholarship Fund this year specifically to allow us to offer full fees to the successful candidate. We have never been able to do this before. So for the first, and possibly last, time we will be paying the scholar’s full fees – GBP13,450.  Needless to say, we are deeply grateful to both Prof. Thomas and Mr. Chang. We have also set a maximum on the fees offered on a yearly basis to be 6-7% of the value of the investment funds at October 31st. each year.
